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Horses which ore considered hunters differ signifìcontly from
open hocks or ponies. Troditionolly o hqck wos o horse
which wos ridden by o gentlemon on his short journey
from the stobles to the hunt fìeld. Once oi the hunl, the
genilemon would chonge from his hock to his hunter.

Thus the quolities lhqt ore looked for within o hunter ore
those lhot would ollow o horse to be oble to follow hounds
for o doy's hunting over vorying lenoin. The Show Hunter
is o weight corrying onimol copoble of corrying his rider
wilh eose ond sofety over o period of time with conlrolled,
forword energy ond strong, eosy poces without oppeoring
mechonicol or dull. The picture should be one of strength,
quolity ond presence ond therefore visuol oppeol to fhe
judge ond spectotor. lf there is ever doubt, one must olwoys
keep in mind fhe Show Hunter's type ond his suiiobility for
the job which he is intended to corry out. A ploin bul lrue
to type húnter should olwoys win over o horse which is of
obvious hock type.
A hunier horse does not hove to be of ony specific breeding
ond con be of ony colour. Successful Show Hunlers hove
included, ond ore not limited to, blends of:
Thoroughbred, lrish Droughi, Notive Ponies (UK), Austrolion/
New Zeolond bred ponies, Welsh Cob, Wormblood ond
Arobion blood.
Todoy, hunler horses ore shown either under sqddle or in-
hond, wilh ridden closses divided into either show hunter
ond/or working hunler closses.

Monners
The Show Hunter is, most imporlontly, o quolity, upstonding
well schooled, welì mqnnered workmonlike horse. A horse
which corries the ottributes required in substonce ond bone,
yet is poorly monnered ond unoble to perform colmly ond
obediently will not be reworded os o Show Hunter.
Troditionolly hunters were required to complete o full doy
of work with their rider. Therefore, disobediences such qs

bucking, reoring, jig-jogging, snolching ot lhe bit ond unresl
in the line up should be penolised, os these demonstrote
chqrqcteristics lhqt would be intoleroble in o horse thqt one
would ride for o full doy. A well monnered horse will olwoys
ploce obove o disobedient horse ond Judges moy refuse to
oword o ploce to disobedienl horses in the Hunler ring.

Subslonce ond Bone
Often where o hunter horse is described one will see the
words 'substonce' ond 'bone' - bul whot do lhey reolly
meon?
Weight ond bone hos o strong influence in the selection
of hunter horses. This is becouse o hunter horse musl hove
slrength, quolily ond presence without fìneness ond the
oppeqronce of being oble to corry weight in the hunt fìeld.
Bone is meosured by the circumference of ihe horse's leg
token just below lhe knee. A Hunter horse over lShh should
corry I to 9 inches of bone. Gollowoys ond ponies should
contoin o similor omounl of bone in proportion to their
height, shope ond overoll size. Strong flol bone, lorge knees
ond hocks ore desiroble, however, limbs should be well
defìned withoul being coorse.
'Substonce' refers lo the body of the hunler ond thot he
musl be in proportion to the bone thol he corries. ll doesn't
meon thot the horse should be overweight, os q irue hunter
horse must show thot he hos suitoble condition lo follow
hounds for o doy's hunting. Thus obese or grossly overweight
horses should be penolized in the hunter ring.
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Common mistokes:. A horse which is substontiol in build ond which moy olso
disploy the otiributes in his body which we require in o
Show Hunter. yet is underpinned with fìne, petite bone is

not suitqble lo be colled o Show Hunter.. A horse which hos been overfed ond is overweighl eilher
morginolly or grossly in on oitempl to imitote o substontiol
body, yet is underpinned with fìne, petite bone, is not
suitoble to be lermed o Show Hunter.

ln oddition to lhe generol criierio of good conformotion
required in ony show onimol, look for;. Stroight, correctly sel legs, front ond reor view;. Shorl, wide connon bones wiih cleon, well developed

tendons;
. Lorge, cleon, flol joints (especiolly knees, hocks ond

fetlock joints);
. Well shoped feet which ore in proporlion to the horse;. Short, broqd ond well muscled bock ond loins;. Splints should noi be discriminoted ogoinst os long os they

do not oppeor to couse unsoundness;
Scors ore not the fouìt of the horse ond, provided thot they
do nol impinge on lhe movement of the onimol, no penolty
should be imposed
A Show Hunter is described os hqndsome os opposed to
beouliful, however, if q Show Hunler hoppens to be "pretty"
or "beoutiful" in the heod yet corries oll the necessory
requiremenis io be termed o Show HunTer, if is nol to be
penolised.

Movemenl
Movement is qlso on importont feoiure of o hunter horse.
A horse which corries the ottributes required in substqnce
ond bone but however hos floshy, eye cotching movemeni
which is correct for q Show HACK is nol suitoble io be
termed o Show Hunter.
A Hunter horse must disploy stronger, ploiner poces thon
would be expected of o Open Hock whilst being smooth,
effortless, sweeping, elevoted ond cleon.. Thus Hunter
horses should be forwqrd moving without extreme or floshy
movement to ensure thot they corry their rider sofely over
uneven leroin - short, choppy movement or high knee
oction is not occeptoble.
ln keeping with trodition, o lengthened or extended trot is

not performed on o hunt fìeld ond should not be osked for
in Hunter closses. Rqther thqn requesling o lenglhened lrot
(o big, ioe flicking extension should not win o hunt closs) o
judge moy osk for o slrong lroi with some lengthening to be
shown.

The Gollop
A gollop is expected of Show Hunters ond il should olwoys
form port of the workout providing Show Societies ollocote
odequote spoce ond thol lhe grounds qre not dongerous
orwef.
A true gollop is immediote, forword ond executed out of
o conter, wilhout ony sign of loziness or disobedience. On
the other hond, flot strop ond out of control is not correct.
The horse must cover the ground in big, eosy strides. A good
woy to note the difference between correct ond incorrect
gollop is fhot with qn incorrect gollop, the fosler thot the
horse trqvels the shorter the slride becomes. A correct
gollop will disploy four beqts ond will be o much longer
stride. The horse should fìnish the gollop colmly ond without
pulling. li is importont olso thot horses musl settle ofter o
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gollop ond be oble to execute o long rein wolk ot the end
of q work out.

¡f cornronsense must be opplied so thot smoll inconsistencies1- moy be forgiven - ie: o horse which chonges leg to
:-ÍAnegotiote slippery ground (os long os this is rectified quickly)

:*ãis not disPloYing Poor monners'

, -:: Turn Oul-""-All competitors ond horses in the hunter ring must be neotly
turned out to o high stqndord. Riding weor should be more
conservotive without bright colours. All clothing ond tqck
should be workmonlike, prociicol, cleon ond free from
defect.
It is compulsory for oll persons competing in ridden closses
to weor opproved sofety heod geor, jodhpurs/ breeches,
jocket ond riding boots with o heel.

Judges hove the discretion to moke decisions obout whot
comprises correct otlire in the ring in which they ore judging.

Tock:
. No tock moy be worn which in ony woy conceols on

onimol's conformotion (except for boots of o ploin colour
which moy be worn during ihe Jumping Phose of o
working hunter closs only);. No rugs, clothing or item of tock which reveols the identity
of the horse or owner moy be worn in ihe show ring;

. A noturol coloured leother dressoge or show soddle (ie:
with o stroight flop) is preferoble in show hunter closses,
whilst on oll-purpose soddle is preferoble for Working
Hunter Closses.. Bridles must be leother ond of the some or o similor colour
os the sqddle, the bridle should not be fìne whilst ihe brow
bond ond covesson should be ploin ond flol. A ploited
top rein is occeptoble. A ploin sheepskin numnoh or holf pod moy be used under
the soddle, it should fit the soddle ond be unobkusive in
both colour ond cut. lt is preferoble for lhe numnoh to be
the some colour os the horse's coot or fhe soddle.

. The girth should motch the colour of the soddle ond
preferobly be leoiher, however neoprene girths mode
of other moteriol will not be penolised in generol hunf
closses. White girths should not be worn.

. A horse moy be shown in either o snoffle, simple pelhom
or double bitting.

ln Hond Closses:
All persons competing in in-hond closses must weor o hol ond
enclosed shoes ond be smortly ond professionolly presented
including:
. Suit cool ond trousers/ skirt;
. Collored shiri with tie or stock;
. Block or brown enclosed shoes;
. A formol or flot or trilby hot moy be worn (not o boseboll cop);
. No excessive jewellery moy be worn;
. Gloves should be worn;
. A whip or crop moy be corried but must nol exceed 120 cm in

length ond must not be used excessively.
. Horses in led closses, excluding young stock must be led from the

bit. A choin should not be used.
. Young stock moy be led in o nofurol coloured leother holter

provided they ore under the hondler's confrol.
. Low cut tops must be ovoided os should ony item of cìothing

which does not cover os for os the shoulders or the knees of the
exhibitor

Jumping
Only working hunter horses ore required to demonstrote thot they
hove the obility to jump - this is not osked of o show hunter horse.
A Working Hunter should hove o bold jumping style which is cleon
in front, but performed of o more forword poce ond with less
collecf ion thon Showjumping.
The morks for the Jumping Phose of o Working Hunter Closs ore
oworded on the bosis of conformotion, monners, soundness ond
style ond os such these toke precedence over the speed ond
ogility which is expecled in Showjumping.

Thonk you fo Liso Le Provosf for
prov¡dtng fhis orficle. Liso is on

the Co mmtffee of fhe Ausfrolion
H unfer Horse Associo fton.

For f urfher tnformafion go to
www.h u nlerhorses. co m.o u. A ploin bomboo or leother covered or ploited crop moy

be conied but must not exceed 90 cm ond must not be
used excessively.

. A full hunting whip complete with tongue ond losh is the
mosl correct occessory to be corried.

Dress:
. Fitted tweed jockel ond vest
. Ploin fown, bonono or buff coloured breeches/jodhpurs,

not white
. Ploin block or brown boots.
. Gloves should be worn by oll exhibitors. Gloves con be

mode of leofher or string. Leother gloves should motch
the colour of the soddle ond bridle of the horse ond
string gloves should molch the colour of the rider's
jodhpurs or breeches.

. Collor ond tie or rot cotcher shirt ond stock with tie pin;

. The rider's hoir, if long, should be neofly encosed in
q bun ond hoirnet, children's hoir should be dressed
oppropriotely minus lorge brightly coloured ribbons.

Horse:
. Mones must be ploited, preferobly stitched
. Toils pulled or ploited
. No tock moy be worn which in ony woy conceols o

horse's conformotion (except for boots of o ploin colour
which moy be worn only during the Jumping Phose of o
working hunter closs)

. The noturol morkings of o horse moy not be odded or
oltered, for exomple, lhe oddition of o stor or o white
sock ihrough moke up. Moke up moy be used only to
enhonce lhe nofurol mokings of q horse.

. Quorter morks moy be used of the discretion of the
competitor buf must not be excessive.
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